POLLS

From Page 1B

Abrams, the professor who
oversaw. the student
operation. “The oppoeition
still has a slight lead but
within the margin of error.

Everything is up for grabs.”
rﬁ %“ dhﬂxé!
Demoerat, whu:h has

editorially endorsed the
city's involvement - in bt{;htﬁ
coal plant, supported
polling cperations but did
not_conduct, the surveys or

influenca the results, The.

newspaper has an
internehip program with
FAMLT and provided phones
for the stuwdents to.make
their evening -calls, and the
Demaocrat is a co-apongor of
"Tallahassee Voices" with
Kerr & Downa.

The city mailed ballote to
more tham, 100,000
-residents. The deadline for
returning “them to Leon
County Elsctions
Bupervisor Jon.Sancho i8 7
p.m. Thursday.

The Kerr & Downs poll
indicated that 30 percent. of
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iefi  Two new polla — -ona

" done prufeamﬂnﬂl}l OvErT
the Internet, ' the dther

dente a8 2- journalizm
roject — A
nhassee's coal vote is

1% ' boo closs to call.
i Undecided woters will®

tip the belance, if they

haw make up their minds and”

= mail in their ballots, Jedd-

“o[# are of bhoth surveys eaid,
- But on an emotiomal fasoe
5 involving the envirgn-

ment, wse of public money
and public skepticiam aver
big new sxpenditures,
undecideds usually go
against & proposition.

eg” aurvey by Kerr &
Downe Research, con-
ductad by e-mail  laet
weekend, shuwed  G8-
percent support for and
47-percent -:.pp-oamm to
city participation in & con-
_ gortium planning :to- build
the cosl-firad pgenerating
lant in . Taylor County.

nt Phillip Downs, &

voters think the ballot
language is confising and

that 30 percent think the '

City . Commizeion “ducked
the roal issue” by putting it
to a’ referendum. But 40
parcent ' liked the
referendum, and mapy
voteis hoped the public can
vote on fature igsues, such
as requiring developers to
include low-income housing
in their plans: increasing
the local salee tax to widen
Capital . Circle and make
other transportation
improvamants: or replacing
StarMetro (formarly
TalTran) with a private
SOMpAnY.

“I'm always suspicious of
pulls um local jsswes,” sabd
County Commissicner Bob
Rackleff, who said he voted
against the plant. "The
public awareness isn't very
high on this issue, so the 40

percent undecided (in the

FﬁMU poll) doesn't
s# ise me. Tn fact, I think
it's

TaJ.laJ:a.e.se-e Mayer. John
Marks, a supporter of the
coal project, said, “With a
lot of undecideds, it could
go either way. The higher
the twrnout, I think, the
more likely there will ba a

conducted by college: sto--
indicats that

The “Tallahasses Vaic--

parther ir- the firm, said
that tho=e totals -include
people: “leaning™ one. way
op tleriother — and that
people who haven't tnzls
up their minds by now.are
statistically more likaly to
yote "no.” i
He likened the sitaation
to  refersndums ‘on
city-county conselidation. |
FRBurveys 0Om;
conselidation over the past
25 yvears consistently
thowed support for
consalidation,  yet tha
iggue. never -passed,”
Downs said, “Emotional
arguments against
consolidation always won

Vea' vote." ¥
Downs said Internet
ng is “the wawe of the -

He said the 881

renpun.nau last weekend
WEre bed"

demogral sampling, Bﬁb
thera's oo wnq.l"'w cumpuh &
ma:gm af error. Dovmnas said
“purigte for the old “w

helieve in telaphone pdll?g; :

because not everyone has
access to the Internet. But
in. Tallzhasges, he  said,
abuut 80. percent of penpla
t online.
trouble with phones
is that in this community,
we have 10 or 15 percent of
-]:lEII:I ¢ with cell phones enly
;.rou can't reach therm,"
id. "Dig 'corporations
Internet polling, |
and ].luu"m seaing it moere in
the pul:;!m:;lmause
it's quicker
Abrama said the FAMU
poll was a good educational
opportunity for the

]J#

students, who uwsed the ..

Tallshaseee phone book
apd sometimes added or

subtracted a digit so they,

coubd randomly hit unlisted
numbers. The poll was
conducted Nov, 2-7,

Basides the
referendum, about &2

L shigwed:

coal

Polls show coal-plant vote
should be a real nall-blter__

“ *Tallghassae Volces” sunvey
- by Warr & Downs Research

' W53 percent support 1L
L m#47 percent oppose L.

i The FAMU poll found:
- m 331 percent cppose it ©
T web3 pan:un_t SUppoTL it

ot over dr:;mual suppart
on votlng

The FAMU .pell,
developed by journalism
graduste atadonts with
volunteer students calling
“877 Leon County
réslidents,  showa
33.1-percent opposition to
coal &nd. 26.3-percent
gsupport for pity
involvement in‘the: plant,
But: the poll had an
f-pereent arror mAargin,
with 40 percent undecided.

“The undecided voters
care- the:
election,”™ said Mi{:hll.ﬂ.

Ploase see POLL, 28

mmt ‘of respondents in
the FAMIT ‘poll ‘said  Bush
ghiguld . bave ‘nominated ‘a
woman to.suecesed . Justice
Sandra Day  0'Connor,
rather than Judge Sam
Alito, The' rest were evenly

+=plit betwesn ppposing auch:

anoming -:ua.- bamg
umideeidad. ;¥
ﬂndtﬂ:erpm.nta

® 57.1 percent said
higher gdaplinge’ prices
altered their lifestylas.

- m /56 percent said - they .

have’ an  emergency
‘hurricens plan, but only

‘40,7 percent knew. where .
the earest. EMETEENCY .

shelter was,

m 5& percent think
Tallahasses i nut pregared
for 8 major hurricane, while
24,1 percint think it is. . |

"m 50,7 percent think l.ha;r

get- enough exercise, while
w percent aaid they dom't
< oand 23 p-u'qsnt- said they
dom't exerecise at all.

“m RT parcant pat moat
of their news from
telavision, while 29.5
percent rely on newspapers
&nd 11.7 peresnt get it from
the Tnternet,

® Contact political editar Bill

Cotterall st (850) 671-8545 or

beottareiditallahasses.com,

koay to' the




