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We still don't get it when it comes to downtown

By Bill Barlow
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Think of & city's dewritown as you would a human heart.

You can eat a heart-healthy diet, not smoke and drink aloohol In moderation, but If you're a couch potato who avaids
exercise lika the plague, you'll still not be in tip-top shape.

In terms of aconomic health, Tallshassea's downtown is like that cowch potato.

i
Community leadars are on record as saying that a vibrant, hip downbown with a mix of commercial and residential
options I5 key to new investment and mare jobs in Leon County, It says so right there in the Comprenensive Plan, which
guidas growth in the city and county.

A faw of thooe leaders and many other citizens apparently still Son't gat the point, though. To pump Up dur iocal
gronomy, we need to put downtown on a reguiar exercise program - [ stop saying that while we know the doctor's
right, we just can't find 30 minutes a day to work up 8 good sweat.

City and county commissioners are grudgingly trying to get past their difarences on creation of & Community
Redevelopment Agency to help finance downtown redevelopment. It remains to be seen whether they'll be able to find

common ground, or If Leon's legislative delegation or a judge will hawe to step In.

It's & matter of opinion whether downtown Tallshasses meets the [egal definition of "blight,” & the state CRA faw
requires. One dossn't reed & aw degree, however, to realize that downtown meets: the definition of "embarrassing”™
compared to those in communities on e move, For a medium-sized c@pi@l ity with two oniversities and aspirations of

greatness, Tellahassea's downkown I5 a jolce,

But this 18t funiny, folics, A ackiuster dawntown hurts every taxpayer In Laan County - including even peagle (i
unincorporated rural areas who'd just 88 soon never make the drive,

How? A downtown that's really exating attracts naw investment and new jobs. Workers who tend ta be younger and
well-edycated are more likely to want to live in a community where downtown is alive 18 hours a day.

That *erostive claee” (& likely b be emploped in aecupstinns that are knowisdpe-based and pay well. orecisaly the kind of
jobs we'd like to create mare of in Leon County.

Call them “hoiky-toity” ar what you will, but members of that creative class disproportionately support a local aconomy,
not cnly with their cash, but also their kaas. The cross-fertiiization of knowledge breeds innavation, which spawns
Falsnia  Fanl dAranbasne sibene Pnas Srealive creaneres, and even help stimuiate them,

1f wa succeed, the countywide tax base |s broadened, there's mare monay for public services, and everybody wins.

In falmess, our downtown has made some strides, Kleman Plaza Is lovely, and three condominium projects are in the
Works, BUT with the exception of special evenls, iUs mostly an oversized office park that serves the nocds af goveramant.

When was the last time you brought a first-tme Tallahasses visitor downtown to show him or her what a great ciby you
five in?

But judaing from the rasults of a recent Kerr & Downs survey done for the Telizhassea Democral, many ctizens stil
think of downtown as not critical to them,

Acknowledging differenceas of opinion about the best strategy Tor burning downkown argund, how does one explain these
discouraging responses from 536 people who wers polled?

= While 7% percent agree that downtown |5 lifesess after 6 p.m., 55 percent attach fittls impartance to creating an 18-
hour downtown.,

« Forty-four percent oppose spending more local tax dollars to make It an 18-hour hot spot - although 48 percent said
they support using part of their property taxes for cowntown developmant,

« Thirty-gight parcent said downtown 18 "daing just fine® without any special tae assistance,

Polls aran't always the Ainal, authoritative word, and 1 hope this ore ien’. Bacangs F4n many reslly theak dowitnen's
Just fine, let's quit talking fght now about making It an exciting place to shop, work and live,

I that's the case, kat's quit the rhetoric about greatness downtown or anywhere elae in Lean County.

Contact Bill Berfow at (850) 599-2377 or bharfowBalahagsee. com,
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