Tallahassee\Voices'
2005 Religion Survey Results

Rellglon Survey

This survey mirrors a national survey entitled “Where do you stand on Faith” conducted in
August 2005 by Newsweek

The national survey had 1,004 respondents, compared to our local survey which had 909
respondents.

This survey compares nationwide responses to Leon County responses.

Strength of Convictions

US residents are twice as likely as Leon County residents to describe themselves as
Evangelical Protestants

Leon County residents are more likely than US residents to practice religion differently than
they practiced it when they were growing up

US residents are more likely than Leon County residents to describe their religious practices
asvery traditiona

More US residents say that spirituality is very important in their daily lives than Leon County
residents

US residents are more likely to believe that God created the Universe than Leon County
residents

The Power of Prayer

US residents fedl the strongest connection to God when praying alone or at home compared to
Leon County residents who feel the strongest connection when in nature

Both Leon County residents and US residents agree that seeking God’ s guidance is the most
important purpose of pray

US residents are 25% more likely to pray everyday than Leon County residents

US residents are more likely than Leon County residents to engage in some religious related
activity

Differencesin Beliefs

Twice as many US residents than Leon County residents have spouses that have the same
religion as themselves

Twice as many Leon County residents than US residents say they practice religion to better
themselves and live amorad life

US residents are more likely to believe that the soul goes to heaven or hell than Leon County
residents

! TallahasseeVoicesis a pro bono internet research panel sponsored by Kerr & Downs Research and The
Tallahassee Democrat. To join the panel, go to www.tallahasseevoices.com




Which of the following describes you?

Religious and spiritual
Spiritual but not religious
Not spiritual/not religious

Religiousbut not spiritual
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How important is spirituality in your daily life?

Very important
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What is your current religion?

Non-Evangelical Protestant | AN

Other Christian

Evangelical Protestant — I 33%

Atheist, agnostic, no religion

Religion undesignated

Other non-Christian

Jewish
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Muslim

Compare what you practice today with what you practiced growing up.
|s your current religion the same?

Completely the same my"—_ 38%

Mostly different [y ol 157

Completely different

Became an atheist, agnostic

Not raised in any religion
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How traditional are your religious practices?

Very traditional

somewhat traditional
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Why do you practice religion?

To help you be a better
person and live a moral life

To forgea personal

relationship with God

Tofind peace and happiness

Togiveyour lifemeaning F 42%
and structure 8%
To connect with something ? 40%
larger than yourself 0

Tobepart of acommunity

Do not practicereligion
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How often do you pray?
How often do you meditate?
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How often do you participate in a spiritual activity not connected with
church?
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How often do you read the Bible, Qur’ an, etc?
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How often do you attend church or services?

Everyday

Sever al times/week

Weekly
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Monthly
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When do you feel the strongest connection to God?
: 31%
. 9%
In a house of worship mﬂ%
When you are praying 17%
alone/at home 40%
0,
When praying with others 5/60%
When reading a sacred 2%
text 2%
23%
None of these %
. 4%
Don't know % 4% | Leon County n=896 @ Newsweek n=1004
I I
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

50%



Do you believe that God created the universe?

Univer se was created by
God

80%

7%
10%
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Don't believein God
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Don't know
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Jniver se was not created
by God

What happens when we die?

The soul goesto heaven or hell
67%

Thereisno heaven or hell, but
the soul livesin some kind of
spiritual realm

Thesoul isreincarnated into
another creature

It'sall over; thereisno soul

Don't know
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Often 8%

Sometimes 62%
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How often do you explore the spiritual ideas of other faiths?ls your
spouse’ g/partner’ sreligion the same as yours?

Completely the same
Mostly the same
Mostly different

Completely different

Athest, agnostic, no
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Can a good person who doesn’t share your religious beliefs attain
salvation or go to heaven?
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Don't know 21%
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Which is the most important purpose of prayer?

To seek God's guidance
To becloseto God
Tothank God

To help others

Toimproveaperson's
life

Don't know
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Which of the following best describes your religion/denomination?

Top Responses

Baptist

M ethodist
Christian
Episcopalian
Presbyterian
Unitarian
Protestant
\gnostic/atheist/nondenominational
Jewish

Buddhist

Lutheran
Churches of Christ

Mor mon
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Which of the following best describes your religion/denomination?

Charismatic

Christian Science

African Methodist Episcopal
Church of the Latter Day Saints
Apostolic

Pentecostal

Hindu

Muslim

Jehovah's Witnesses
Quakers

Churchesof God
Assemblies of God

Other

0%

Other Responses

10%

20%

30%

B |_eon County n=849

40% 50%



Political Party Affiliation*

Democrat

Republican
I ndependent
Other
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*Do you think of yourself primarily as:



