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Services to be Reduced or Eliminated
to Reduce Property Taxes

Contact:

Jenna Newitt, jenna@tallahasseevoices.com
Sonia Prusaitis, sonia@kerr-downs.com
Phillip Downs, Ph.D., pd@kerr-downs.com
850.906.3111

& The Tallahassee Democrat

TallahasseeVoices is a pro bono Internet survey panel sponsored by Kerr & Downs Research and The Tallahassee
Democrat. There were 581 responses to the survey sent out in June 14 and 15, 2007. Panel results have been weighted
to reflect the demographics of Leon County and results are representative of all local residents who have access to the

Internet at home, work, or school. Go to our website at www.tallahasseevoices.com to join our panel and let your voice
be heard.
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TallahasseeVoices surveys have accurately
predicted local votes on:

* The coal plant

« Sales tax increase for healthcare

« Switching City elections from Fall to the Spring
 Nearly all local elections it has covered

TallahasseeVoices, an experiment in democracy

To join, go to www.tallahasseevoices.com.
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Residents are willing to reduce or eliminate a wide
range of local services in order to reduce property
taxes and taxes in general

Over half of residents want cuts in the following:
= Curb and gutter repair and building
= Code enforcement
= Human and race relations
= Annexation efforts

Many non essential services were identified by over

half of residents for reducing or eliminating including:
= Facilities for meetings such as Brokaw-McDougal House
and Oven Park and Forestmeadows
= Festivals such as Festival of Lights, Springtime
Tallahassee, and the 4th of July Celebration
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40% to 50% of residents want cuts In:

Veterans services

Recreation services

Minority business programs

Traffic calming devices (speed bumps)
Funding for the Civic Center
Landscaping

30% to 40% of residents want cuts In:

Tallahassee Voices

Neighborhood Justice Center

Funding for museums

Parks

Public education programs by law enforcement
Demographic & economic research

City cemeteries

Airport services

StarMetro and mass transit

Tourism development

Homeless services
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Most Essential Services

10% or fewer residents want cuts in:
= Fire services
= Election services
= Storm water services
= Medical services for low-income/uninsured
= Public schools
» Public health department
= Landfill/dumps
» Building and repairing roads
= Traffic law enforcement
= Solid waste services
= Utilities services
= Law enforcement — crime fighting
= Emergency management services
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What services do you think should be reduced or
eliminated to reduce property taxes?

Facilities for parties, events, etc., - Forestmeadows, Dorothy
Oven Park, Brokaw-McDougall House

Festivals - Celebration of Lights/Winter Festival, Springtime
Tallahassee, 4th of July Festival

Annexation efforts (to increase City size, population, tax
base, economic viability)

Curb and gutter building and repair

Code enforcement (e.g., building codes, zoning
codes, neighborhood appearance, properties, signs)

Human and race relations

Veterans services

Recreation - 2 golf courses, 7 pools, dozens of sports
leagues, gymnastics center, tennis club, etc.

Minority business programs

Residential traffic control - speed bumps, traffic calming
devices
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What services do you think should be reduced or
eliminated to reduce property taxes? (Cont.)

Civic Center i 41%
Landscaping i 40%

Neighborhood Justice Center - dispute resolution services to 0
the community at no charge | i 38%
Museums - Challenger Learning Center, Tallahassee 0
Museum, etc. i 36%

Parks - over 70 parks i 36%

“esource officers, DARE, Clizons Police Academy, et6) . [36%
Demograph|c,T2(ﬁgﬂgrSnslgéaar1:dsEe:(|)sntlga;l ulmgrmatlon about | i 34%
Cemeteries - City owns and operates 5 cemeteries i 34%
Airport services 7 i 33%
StarMetro and mass transit 7 i 33%

Tourism development 7 i 30% B n=581
:
0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Tallahassee Voices -7 - June 2007



What services do you think should be reduced or
eliminated to reduce property taxes? (Cont.)

Homeless services J 30%
Water availability and quality A 29%
Bike paths, bike lanes, sidewalks 4 28%

Energy conservation - free energy audits, energy | 26%
grants, loans and rebates 0
Public information (e.g., city/county TV channels/pages in | 250/
Tallahassee Demaocrat, etc.) 0
Neighborhood services - Street sweeping, mowing vacant | 250/
lots 0
Neighborhood community services (affordable housing and | 250/
housing rehabilitation, Neighborhood Preservation, etc.) 0
Housing assistance programs (e.g., Tallahassee Housing | 249
Authority, affordable housing, etc.) 0
Fire service - public education, e.g., Citizens Fire | 220/
Academy, home and business fire inspections 0

Animal Control Services | 21% En=581
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What services do you think should be reduced or
eliminated to reduce property taxes? (Cont.)

Permits and inspections - building permits, building | 18%

inspections, occupational licenses, environmental permits

Growth management supervision and planning | 17%

Court systems and services | 16%

Business and economic development | 16%

Libraries - 5 locations (LeRoy Collins, Dr. B.L. \ 16%
Perry, Jr., Lake Jackson, Northeast, Parkway) 0

Roadways - traffic signal sychronization, right of way | 15%
maintenance and landscaping, street lights, signage 0

Senior services - Dial-a-ride, Senior Center (provdes | 13%
cultural, athletic, arts, etc., to seniors) 0

Licenses - drivers, marriage, contractor and
g | 13%

occupational, hunting, boating, etc.

Mosquito control | 13%

Community centers - 7 centers prov!de athletic, cultural, and | 12% @n=581
recreational experiences
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What services do you think should be reduced or

eliminated to reduce property taxes? (Cont.)

Cultural programs and services | 12%

Children's services - healthcare, child abuse prevention, etc. | 11%

Emergency management & emergency preparedness | 10%

Law enforcement services - fighting crime and enforcing | 10%
laws 0

Utilities services - providing utilities, repair, bill paying, tree \ 9%
trimming 0

Solid waste service - bulky items, yard waste, garbage pick- \ 9%
up recycling 0

Law enforcement services - traffic law enforcement \ 9%

Roadways - building new roads, repaving and repairing | 8%
road surfaces, pavement markings & reflectors 0

Landfill - dumps | 6%

Health department and services j 6% Bn=581
I I [ |
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What services do you think should be reduced or
eliminated to reduce property taxes? (Cont.)

Public school system and services (K-12) j 5%
Medical services for uninsured and low-income _] 4%
Stormwater service - drainage and flooding ] 4%
Elections services ] 4%

Fire service - fighting fires (15 stations) ] 2% @En=581
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