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An experiment in democracy

Economic Conditions:
Impact on Local Jobs

TallahasseeVoices is a pro bono internet survey panel sponsored by Kerr & Downs Research,
which thanks media partners, WCTV, WFSU -FM, the Tallahassee Democrat for covering
citizens’ voices as expressed through TallahasseeVoices.

Survey was conducted in May 2010; 527 of the 6,000 panel members responded. Results
were weighted to reflect the demographics of the 90%+ local residents who have access to
the internet at home, work, or school.

Contact: Phillip Downs, Ph.D., Senior Partner, Kerr & Downs Research
Professor of Marketing, Florida State University
Founder, TallahasseeVoices pd@kerr-downs.com



Major Findings

The local economy has taken a far greater toll on local families in

2010 than it did in 2009:

e Over twice as many households in 2010 (37%) compared to
2009 (16%) had someone who had lost a job.

e Over twice as many households in 2010 (18%) compared to
2009 (8%) had job benefits cut back.

e Nearly twice as many households in 2010 (19%) compared to
2009 (11%) had someone who had taken a pay cut.

Citizens do not think local politicians are helping:

* Only 10% of citizens give the City Commission positive ratings for
creating local jobs.

* Only 8% of citizens give the County Commission positive ratings for
creating local jobs.

e Citizens are twice as likely to agree than disagree that both local
commissions should take more pro-growth stances.



Anyone in your household had the following happen
in the past year?

Lost a job
37%

Had hours cut back

Had pay cut = 2009

W 2010

Had benefits reduced
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How do you rate the Tallahassee City Commission in terms of
taking actions that create local jobs?

Excellent - 3%

Fair 18%

Poor 42%

Don't know 31%
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How do you rate the Leon County Commission in terms of
taking actions that create local jobs?
Excellent h 3%

Good 5%

Fair 20%

Poor 40%

Don't know

31%
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Do you agree or disagree that City and County commissions should take
more pro-growth stances given the state of the economy

Disagree-commissions should NOT take more pro-growth
stances

28%

Agree-commissions should take more pro-growth stances 55%

Not sure 16%
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